.'._i'__ :

Tealized that a garden is also a
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Painting with Plants in the Heather Garden

Jennifer M. Hoppa, Administrator of Northern Manhattan Parks
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has been very im-

portant to my work,”
says Lynden B. Miller, an
acclaimed public garden de-
signer and champion of public
parks. This year, Miller is help-
ing develop a Framework Plan
for enhancing and sustaining
Fort Tryon Park’s 75-year-old
Heather Garden.

“Gardening is an art form
using many of the same ele-
ments as painting,” says Miller,
adding, “I paint with plants
using hne form, color and
texture.” Miller also uscd to
make large abs -
collages. “When 1 began to
design gardens,” she says, “1

“B eing a trained artist

—a group of disparatg.
ements brought togefher to
orm a composition made of
W g plants.”
Miller's—associate designer, Ronda
Brands, comments that in the
historic Heather Garden, many col-
lage elements are already in place: the
rocky topography, the extensive heaths
and heathers and the unique collec-
tions of perennials. Brands says, “One
of the challenges of improving the
garden is that it is already established.
We want to reinvigorate it through
the Framework Plan, but make it true
to the history of the park’s design and
ensure strong structure and form.”

In addition to numerous horti-
cultural awards, Miller may be best
known for reclaiming the histor-
ic Conservatory Garden in Central
Park in the early 1980s and for help-
ing revitalize Bryant Park. The Wal//
Street Journal summarized Miller’s
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Experts assess soil issues, from left, Fort Tryon Park Gardener
Marcia Garibaldi with Lynden Miller and Ronda Brands.

message in her new book, Parks,
Plants and People: Beautifying the
Urban Landscape: “Good parks make
good cities.” Miller and Brands are
currently working on projects at the
Museum of Modern Art, Columbia
University, Princeton University,
Stony Brook University, Hudson
River Park, Hanover Square, and the
US Supreme Court.

Despite their collective wealth of ex-
perience, Miller and Brands recognize
the expertise of the Fort Tryon garden-
ers and are working closely with them
on all plant selections and developing
maintenance and operations plans for
the garden’s long-term needs. “So much
knowledge and material already existed,”
says Brands, “Now we can document it,
strengthcn it, and make it more cohe-

=" ¢ sive, as well as give a blueprint

to those who will be tending
the garden daily to help gmdc
§ the ongoing maintenance.”

i Both Miller and Brands
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J © appreciate the umqueness

8 2 of Fort Tryon Park with its
% views of the Hudson River,
the Rockefeller family con-
nection, and its expansive gar-
dens. “Ronda’s % scale draw-
ing of the perennial bed hung
over my ten foot long draft-

ing table,” Miller exclaimed.

The Heather Garden’s pc—

rennial bed is 600—fee

Both designers see the nced

for large swaths of plants and

repetition as keys to _making
the long perennial bed suc-
cessful, “We want to create
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a consistent and congenia

relationship between thepe-

renmial bed and the heather

bed, while ensuring they read
as individual pieces of a larger whole,”
says Miller.

In conjunction with the Fort Tryon
Park gardeners, Miller and Brands
have mapped the garden’s existing con-
ditions, helped tackle soil remediation
in problem areas, and identified ways to
ensure year round interest throughout the
garden. With the support of the Fort
Tryon Park Trust and the collabora-
tion between Miller, Brands and the
Fort Tryon Park gardeners, the larg-
est heath and heather collection in the

- Northeast will be enjoyed for genera-

tions to come.

Come see the garden collage unfold
this spring.

If you would like to help support the
Heathér Garden Framework Plan, please

oontact]cnmferHoppa@padG nyc.gov. M
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