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Dear Dr. Henshaw:
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Do McNeil
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18853

A fewyears ago hen I was till ping that the JIG S could become H n w cente for
sy t mic thin ng, 1 uilt upon a small genealogy of th general y tern movement which had

·11 rawn n 1996 b! Eric Scln arz d upo rnc eneafog of philosophy which Will Durant
u in his book TIle tofS of Philos¥rY to sketch "G ealogy f Sy ternie Thou l" which
can be found on the IIGS~ w bsit . ~ t sk eh was nor falthfiil 10 any tim line an vas ry
incomplete, but by browsin in it you can see how I suppos d that sv tc ic thinking has a long
history and is coupled inextricably with "Th Conversation" throughout history, y own c rrent
version of the Gen 0 8)' has 0 than I nodes and m re than 2000 int rc nnections and is
s mewhat faithful to a flmeline. At a sal" di. ranee It looks as shown on the enclosed abstract page
where specialties arc se n arran cd i columns and color-coded as:

L I
Y I w

I

I

... (distributed throughout)
:..y.:.~~~--po--'!rl1""o-n""""· "v~~":""to--:"lt-g--ne I systems movement is also attached,

an so is a full magnification f the nod and influences around the founding period for GST. It
turns out that a 10 ·of people who b d no hing to do wit) GST were better svstemists than most of

o who h ve profe s their rystem credentials, and he whole 0 the urrent G ealogy
how this. y preliminary revi w f some 0 w at J hav learned fr making it is enclosed.)

Furle
(c)pfh



I don't kno w whet er anythi 19 I ve id i esponsiv to your in ui .es. It urely should
rai e some questions. (SS cord m y con tain orne of the histori ta which you want, but
those rds are probably ot ill good order for dis tribution and no 0 e rson xce t Len
Troncale would ave muc h knowl edge 0 the . The Am .can Society for Cybernetics (A en has

web lte and mig ht be another . urce, but y u have to find the righ t pers if you wan t useful
answ . As for th lIG S. in s itself primari ly with m thematical '''sy te analysis" and
beati g the stock market nowadays, so i really doesn't have much to offer. that's on on I
gave up on it after an inte siv .od (2 -2002) when I tried to bestir it to 0 other . .

Yours truly,

ends

Furle
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