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The earliest examples of the Aegean hearth home were found at the
lowest level layers of the excavation of ancient Troy, seeming to

represent a common family and public regional culture centered on the
Aegean sea, at the dawn of the Bronze Age~3300BC., possibly earlier.

The design displays peculiarly refined and democratic features for settled
living, stone houses with indoor hearths at the center, for maintaining the
home’s perpetual flame and to gather around. Dinsmoor notes that the
form disappeared to reemerge after invasions multiple times, and that
their traditions of hearth and home as an egalitarian domain are the root
of the traditions of modern Europe and the West. The architecture
provided the model for both Minoan and Mycenaean public space
designs as great egalitarian meeting halls, as well as inspiring Classical
Greek architecture and the design of the public halls for each community
as the centers of Greek democracy.

The authoritarian cultures of the Mediterranean to follow also used the same
architectural forms for their high temples, for symbolizing their
supremacy and all-powerful laws, though in continual conflict with the
home cultures that continued to spread their egalitarian principles
centered in the home and that remain the foundations of civilization.
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